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9 on Fulbright Panel Feel U.S.
Over Reacted to Tonkm Attack

By E. W, KENWORTHY
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Feb. 24—The|concern over what he called
Umteld l?ta\tes dectsloxix(to launch|the President’s “misuse” of the
aerial bombing -atacks against| :
North Vietnam was dispropor- resolutlpn to escalate United
States involvement.

tionate to that Government's of- .
Senator Wayne said that the

fense in attacking two  United

States -Navy intelligence -de-|North Vietnamese had had “no

stroyers' in ‘the Gulf of Tonkin|reason to believe that we were
trying ' to' keep separate the

in 1964, ‘in the opinion of some
members of the Senate Foreign|South’ Vietnamese boat opera-
tions and our patrol,” as Mr.

Relations Committee. -
| On the basis of remarks dur-McNamara had contended,

ing or after ‘Secretary of De-

fense Robert .S. McNamara’s
testimony last Tuesday, at least
nine of the commitee’s 19 mem-
bers believe that. the Adminis-
tration over-reacted and that, it
also withheld some very import-:
ant facts and was less than can-
did in presenting others.

“The.transcript of the hearing
was released-today.’t:

i

ant Secretary of State William
P. Bundy that a resolution akin
to the Tonkin Resolution had
been drafter several months be-
fore the attack, MMr. Morse
sai‘d to Mr. McNamara:

we here at that time escalat-
ing. We were involving our-

Referring to prior testimony
n Septeniber, 1966, by Assist-

‘What worries” me is that

On ' the - bther hand; some
members, ‘including’ the majori-
ty-leadér, Mike. Mansfield,” who
ihas. been one ‘of:the harshest
critics of Vietnam policy, either
deefnd the: Administration’s re-
spohise or: believe 'that it can be
conddned because-ofthe confu-
sion of ‘events’ and- the intense
pressure resulting from the at»
tacks.

While disclaiming any thought
of a “conspiracy’’ to prayoke
the, Mo,

selves ‘more and more’ in the
difflculty of South Vietham.
We - know from the’ record
what “the thinking was in‘ the
Administration,  having  in
their ' “pocket a  resolution
réady to spring on ° us.”

ese atatck in
retahafhon,‘

the commlttee 2l
ers Maddox and Turner Joy had
been on an intelligence mission.

"He,also.felt that the Secre-
tary had been, derelict in not
telling "the .committee of the
mterccp{s .of North Vietnamese
‘radio ; messages . that were_ re-
| garded ‘as  copclusive evldence
of ‘the ‘second. .attack, of . the
messages to. the. Maddox seek-
ing, clafification "of ‘what “had

peried. even ,after the. retali-
atory_ strike had béen . ordered
and "of the American. direction
of South Vietnamese PT-boat
attacks on North Vietnam.

“I think it was very unfair
to ask us to vote upon a resolu-
tion [the Tonkin Gulf Resolu-
:tion] when the state of evidence
was.as uncertain as I think. it
now. is,” he said. “We have
taken what is,¢alled [by Under
Secretary of State Nicholas deB.
Kathenbach]. . ‘the functional
‘equivalent’ of ‘a, declaration of
'war upon evidence of this kind.
. Even the commander [of
the Maddox] + recommended
that nothing be “done until the
ev:dence was  further evalu-
ated.”

+Senator Albert Gore was
most critical in- his comments,
Recalling that. -Mt; : McN#mara
told the committe last Tuesday
that - Lieut.- Gen. David A.
Burchinal, after- analyzing the
message traffic, had informed
him “the actuality of the at-
tack js confirmed.”. Senatore
Gore said- to the Secretary:

““‘Pou-do- not -say when .. . .
You got-your information from
Lieut. - Gen. -Burchinal.
Once again the facts have been
twisted, .Mr. -Secretary.”

Mr. Gore went on to: say
that-he ‘believed that the Con-||.
gress and country  had :been
“misled” -and -that-“the- Ad-
ministration : was: hasty, - acted
preapitately, inadvisably, - un-
wisely,.out.of-proportion to the
provocation -in  launching 64
bombing attacks-. .. out-of a
confused, uncertam situation on
a murky night.”

Mansfield Defends Secretnry

M, Mansfiéld, ‘however, said
that -he thought 'Mr. McNamara
in-1964 “was being as candid
and as.honest .as. he could be
in. the - light -of..all .the facts
which were at his disposal.” -

Senator. Stuart. . Symington,
Demacrat- of Missouri, told Mr.
McNamara that “if there was
a mistake, and ‘you do not be-
lieve there was a mistake, it
|wds an unintentional’ mistake.”
it And Senator John'J. -Spatk-
man, ‘Democrat” of "Alabama,!
sdid after the meeting that
:|there *had been “no’ purposeful
misleading” “of the commlttee
m 1964.

But late?, Senator Frank Carl-
son, “Republican of : Kangsas,
thought the extent of knowl-
c¢dge” of the event at the time
ithe retaliatory sttike had been
ordered was opén to question.

Senator’ Clifford P. Case, Re-
publican of New Jeisey, reiter-
ated previous statements of
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